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had been, by virtue of their ignorance, far less tainted
than their superiors with cosmopolitan ideas, in the
glorious past of their country.    These isolated efforts
\vere followed early in the present  century by the
Bulgarian colony at Bucharest, whose aim was the
establishment of a national literature and system of
education.    An enthusiastic admirer of Bulgaria, a
Russian named Venelin, whose devotion to learning
under the greatest hardships is most affecting, gave
expression to their ideas in his " Old and New Bul-
garians/' which indirectly led to the foundation of the
first Bulgarian school in the principality.    It was at
Gabrovo in 1835 that this important event took place,
and the founder, Apriloff, had been inspired by the
perusal of Venelin's book.    Keen as the Bulgarians
have always  shown   themselves to   be  for  instruc-
tion,   they   eagerly   embraced   the   opportunity   of
learning the elements in their own language.    Other
schools  quickly followed, and in the brief space of
ten   years   fifty-three   were   founded.     The  Turks,
governed at that time  by a  reforming Sultan, did
not  interfere, and  the Greeks, though viewing this
new policy with  dislike, were  not  actively hostile.
Yet it is to the influence of these institutions that
we  may trace  the growth of national   feeling and
the desire  for  political and spiritual independence.
The national schools of Bulgaria and Robert College,
the American foundation at Constantinople, were the
nurseries of many a Bulgarian patriot and not a fe\v
Bulgarian statesmen.    For the first time the native
writers extended their sphere beyond the dry bones
of theological or scholastic controversy.    Collections